
Week 1
Literary Analysis Introduction
✘ What is Lit. Analysis?
✘ Story Elements
✘ Literary Devices 
✘ Annotation Tips
✘ Grammar Fails
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What is Literary Analysis?

It is an examination of a written work which 
discusses a careful interpretation of the text 
through the story elements and literary devices 
used by the author within the text. 
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What Does That Mean?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=syNE9Sfv96E
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What are Story Elements?
Those are the main parts that all stories, 
whether short stories or long novels, have 
in common. It’s what makes a story 
complete. 

● Setting
● Plot
● Characters
● Conflict
● Theme 

Let’s Be More Specific
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What is a Literary Device?
Those are the techniques authors use to 
express their ideas and enhance their 
writing. 

● Figurative Language
● Tone & Mood
● Foreshadowing
● Imagery
● Irony
● Symbolism
● And many others 

Let’s Be More Specific
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How to Take Notes for Novels
Things to Remember

● Use a style that’s best for you
● Sticky notes are your friend
● You may not be allowed to write 

or highlight in the book, so look to 
organize your quotes (don’t forget 
page numbers) in a notebook or 
create your own organizer

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbxG7LTHiBQ


Grammar Fails
And Other Horrible Insults to the English Language

Each week, we will 
shame these Darwin 
winners with their 
unique understanding of 
the English language.
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And Now….This...
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJdNrCeUdhc


Just for Fun

14

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-dztm2po2k

